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[Abstract] Objective To observe the time of terminating the pregnancy in giant placental chorioangioma
(CA)with abnormal fetal cardiac function. Method 7 cases of CA pregnancies were enrolled. Cardiac
function of fetus and Doppler patterns of the umbilical artery, umbilical vein, ductus venosus and myocar-
dial performance index of both ventricles were assessed. Results A placental tumouration, 90 mm X
70 mm, far away from the umbilical cord, was detected by ultrasound in her 31 gestational weeks. She has
no pregnancy complications and had an a term delivery with a male baby whose weight was 3 700g. The
remaining 6 cases of placenta chorioangioma were exactly located in the umbilical cord. Umbilical venous
pulsation was found in 4 fetuses. Two fetuses showed increased cardiothoracic ratio and pericardial effu-
sion, pulsation index of the ducts venous in fetus was significant higher than that of controls. The two liv-
ing babies were small for gestational age infant, whose basic growth are normal except patent foramen o-
vule after six months of following-up. Conclusions This tumor is not generally associated to maternal fetal
complications, unless the tumor size surpasses a diameter of 5 cm and/or is near the place of umbilical cord

insertion. Mild cardiovascular abnormalities were found in fetus, and follow-up examination were helpful
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to the assessment of severity of this disease. Abnormal cardiovascular function in fetus of giant placental

chorioangioma is the signal of terminating pregnancy. The prognosis will be improved on the basis of the

timely termination of pregnancy.
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